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lands; " and the genealogies of those who came up out of the
captivity -were carefully overhauled. Certain families could
not show their father's house, and their seed, whether they were
of Israel; these were probably the children of the captivity, bora
in exile, and they seem to have been excluded from the brother-,
hood ; while in other cases the true Israelites were readmitted
into the tribes on promising to put away their strange wives*
This careful inquiry into the genealogy of a clansman whose
family has been long settled at a distance is constantly prac-
tised among the Rajputs; though if the Pathan emperors had
transported a clan into central Asia it is doubtful if any would
have ever got back into their circle of affinity after an absence
of nearly a century. But a tribe of Israel intermarried within
its own circle, and could therefore settle its own marriage
questions; whereas "a Rajput has to satisfy the genealogic
scruples of a different clan* Ten .of the tribes of Israel thus
disappeared for ever, unless we place. faith in the tradition,
of itself not improbable, that they are the ancestors of the
Afghans; and in the same manner there, are traces all over
India of tribes lost or extinct, some of them cut off within
historic times. i>y the pitiless sweep of some Pathan invader's
scimitar, feut then again, in the confusion and anarchy of the
dilapidation of these huge top-heavy Asiatic empires, some
daring chief of just such a loose predatory tribe as we now see
gathered in the central" Indian hills, issues out with his kindred
band and ge.ts a name and a territory; so that in the incessant
flux and change of Asiatic institutions the whole history of the
ascent from the* cave of Adullam to the chiefship of a clan, to
the rulership over tribes, and sometimes to empire over a great
territory, is constantly repeating itself.

I have said already that the strict rules of intermarriage
which distinguish the pure central Indian clan of descent are
too rigid for a good working institution; and indeed they
seem to ha.ve been modified, on social or political grounds,
all over the world by the clans which have developed further^
The Israelites clearly modified some custom of marriage
beyond the clan, and permitted intermarriage with the clan,
in order that the inheritance of daughters should not go out